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INTRODUCTION

ÅOppermansgronde covers an area of 34 000ha 

Å 42 Beneficiaries have been identified

Å Total of 210 ha irrigation that consists of 21 x 10ha pivots

ÅWater source from Oranje Riet canal

Å This project was initiated by the Oppermans people with 
the assistance of the Department of Agriculture as early 
as 1995 and finally approved in 2003;

Å Beneficiaries established company AFRICAN SPIRIT

Å The Department Agriculture has allocated an amount of 
R15 million for the development of the project;

Å Implementation started in 2006/07 financial year.

Å It is one of the flagship projects of the Department and 
the Xhariep district

Å First year total irrigation system was installed

Å First crop planted February 2007



Challenge 1

ÅInfrastructure was in place but working 
capital from DoA would only be 
available during April/May 2007 (If?)

ÅThe communal land and irrigation 
system are not in the name of the 
company.

ÅLand could not be offered to 
commercial banks or input suppliers as 
collateral.


