GOEIE NUUS: DISPENSASIE VIR AANBRING VAN DATUMKODES OP AARTAPPELVERPAKKINGS VERLENG

Na aanleiding van Aartappels Suid-Afrika se vertoë aan die Departement van Landbou, Bosbou en Visserye se Direktoraat: Voedselveiligheid en Kwaliteitversekering en ‘n daaropvolgende besoek aan ‘n aartappelboerdery om eerstehands die implikasies en probleme te bepaal wat die aanbring van ‘n datumkode op sakkies tot gevolg het, het die Direktoraat goedgunstiglik die bestaande dispensasie vir die aanbring van die datumkode op sakkies tot 31 Desember 2012 verleng.

Hierdie dispensasie is onderhewig aan die volgende voorwaardes:

· Die DATUMKODE moet op elke pallet aangebring word. 
· Die aanbring van die DATUMKODE word geag ‘n tydelike maatreël  te wees ten einde die bedryf genoeg tyd die bied om aan die voorgeskrewe merkvereistes te voldoen, i.e. dat die DATUMKODE  op elke sakkie aangebring moet word.
· Alle ander voorwaardes ingevolge die regulasies wat geld vir die gradering, verpakking en merk van aartappels bestem vir verkoop in die Republiek van Suid-Afrika bly onveranderd. 
· Die dispensasie mag te enige tyd onttrek word sou ‘n geldige klagte ontvang word.
· Produsente en verkopers van aartappels vrywaar die Direktoraat en die Departement van enige skadelike effek, finansieel of andersyds, wat mag voortspruit uit hierdie toegewing.
 
Die moontlikheid bestaan dat indien die aanbring van die DATUMKODE op die pallet suksesvol is, dit in die regulasies vervat sal word.  Aartappelprodusente word derhalwe ernstig versoek om streng by die voorskrifte van die dispensasie te bly ten einde te voorkom dat die vergunning teruggetrek word en die moontlikheid om dit in die regulasies ingesluit te kry in die wiele gery word.

GOOD NEWS: DISPENSATION FOR INDICATING DATE CODES ON POTATO PACKAGING EXTENDED

In response to Potatoes South Africa’s representations to the Directorate: Food Safety and Quality Assurance of the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries and a subsequent visit to a potato farming operation to determine first-hand the extent of the implications and problems the indication of date codes on packaging has, the Directorate has kindly extended the existing dispensation for indicating the date code on packaging until 31 December 2012.

This dispensation is subject to the following conditions:

· Each pallet shall be marked with the indication DATE CODE.
· The indication of the DATE CODE on the pallet shall be taken as a temporary measure in order to allow the industry time to comply with the prescribed marking requirements.
· All other conditions in terms of the regulations applicable to the grading, packing and marking of potatoes intended for sale in the Republic of South Africa remain unchanged.
· The dispensation may be withdrawn at any time should a valid complaint be received.
· Producers and sellers of potatoes indemnify this Directorate and the Department from any detrimental effect, financially or otherwise, which may emanate as a result of the permission.  

The possibility exists that if the indication of the DATE CODE on the pallet proves to be successful it may be included in the regulations. Potato producers are therefore earnestly requested to strictly abide by the conditions of the dispensation in order to prevent the dispensation from being withdrawn and to put an end to the possibility of including it in the regulations.

