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LAUNCHING OF THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE POTATO (IYP):
· The official launch of the International Year of the Potato, took place in New York, UN Headquarters, on 19 October, 2007
· The day was marked, together with the observance of World Food Day, 2007, with the theme: “Right to food”
· The Universal Declaration on Human Rights first recognised the right to food as a basic human right

· Sadly, 60 years on, this basic human right remains to be realised by some 854-million people 

· The official launch ceremony was attended by high-ranking United Nations officials, representatives of country missions to the UN, members of the IYP Informal International Steering Committee, representatives of the US potato community, as well as 300 schoolchildren from the Washington DC area
· The idea of a potato year was first planted by Peru and developing countries in 2005, in order to raise awareness of the availability of food alternatives
· The year-long homage to the potato will be celebrated throughout 2008 and provide a unique opportunity to promote the tuber’s extraordinary biological, nutritional and culinary attributes
AIMS & OBJECTIVES OF THE IYP:

· In the short term, it aims to increase awareness of, and support for activities relating to the potato
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· For longer-term impact, emphasis will be placed on supporting the formulation of national programmes and strategies 

· Broadly speaking, the main objective of the IYP plan is to promote the sustainable development of potato-based systems, as well as the potato industry as a whole
· In addition, to enhance the well-being of producers and consumers through the successful observance and celebration of the IYP 2008

· The immediate objectives include:

· To increase awareness of the importance of potato production and its use in assisting to achieve the number one Millennium Development Goal -  the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger, while ensuring environmental stability (Millennium Goal number seven)

· To promote the sharing of knowledge and information regarding challenges and opportunities to improve the efficiency of the potato sub-sector at global, national, regional and community levels

· To enhance lasting international partnerships and co-operation amongst public, non-governmental, as well as private stakeholders in the potato commodity chain (Millennium Development Goal number eight)

EXPECTED OUTPUTS OF THE IYP:

· Enhance the profile of the potato leading to:

· Heightened global awareness of its role in food security and income-generation

· Stimulate demand

· Improve returns to producers and producing countries

· Increase understanding of potato-based agricultural heritage systems

· Promote international co-operation through partnership building

· Augment appreciation amongst school children of agricultural, nutritional, environmental and social issues, as well as food systems in general

THE HISTORY OF THE HUMBLE POTATO:
· Potatoes (Solanum tuberosum) have been cultivated in the Bolivian and Peruvian Andes mountains for the past 8 000 years

· It is possible that potatoes played a role in the religious ceremonies of the Incas, since dried potatoes and pieces of potato plants have been discovered in funeral vases of mummies on the North Chilian coast
· Potato shaped vases have also been unearthed from ancient North Peruvian graves and according to research, date back to the second century A.D.
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· Several species of the wild tuber-bearing Solanum (the plant family to which the potato belongs) are to be found all over southern and northern America, but mostly on the Andean plateau between Columbia in the north and Chili in the south

· Today several varieties, which differ substantially from one other, are cultivated in the Bolivian / Peruvian area

· While some only differ in form and colour, most are either separate hybrids or species

· This cross-breeding occurs accidentally in nature - with the natives specifically selected the types most suitable for their needs

· Taken by the Spanish to Europe in the 16th century, the cultivation of potatoes quickly spread across the globe

· It is a known fact that the Spaniards admired the plant for its healing properties and since it contains high levels of vitamin C, it was widely used to fight scurvy on their ships

· By the early 19th century, potatoes were being grown extensively throughout northern Europe and it was then taken to the British Isles where John Gerard is documented to have planted potatoes in his back yard, in London, 1596 (a mere 60 years after the Spaniards tasted it in the Andean valleys) 
· In Ireland, the population relied almost solely on potatoes as a primary food stuff as the production cost was very low and the country's economy was struggling

· However, during the 1845/46 season, a bad spell of Blight ruined almost the entire Irish crop causing major devastation

· As a direct result, 750 000 people died of starvation and hundreds of thousands emigrated to other countries in search of sustenance

· This incident was named the Irish Potato Famine
· There is little certainty regarding how and when potatoes first reached South Africa
· It can however, be accepted with reasonable accuracy, that it arrived with the Dutch East India Company, from the Netherlands
· This assumption is based on two primary factors

· Firstly, the nutritional and medicinal qualities of the plant would have been used to fight scurvy

· Secondly, under suitable storage conditions, the potato does not perish easily making it a favourable “occupant” for the ship’s pantry
· Post 17th century, potatoes have became a staple food for a great part of the world’s population
WHY THE POTATO?

· Over the next two decades, the world’s population is expected to increase on average, by more than 100-million people per year
· More than 95 percent of this growth will occur in developing countries, where pressure on availability of land and scarcity of water, are already critical factors
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· A key challenge facing the international community is therefore, to ensure food security for present and future generations
· The world must increase food and agricultural production by 60 percent to meet the needs of its growing, and rapidly urbanizing population

· However, it must do so using production systems that minimize negative impacts on the environment, while contributing to the livelihoods of the world’s rural and urban poor, currently numbering more than one-billion people
WEAPON AGAINST STARVATION:
· The potato should be included as a major component in strategies aimed at providing nutritious food for the poor and hungry

· It is ideally suited to places where land is limited and labour is abundant – conditions that characterise much of the developing world

· The potato produces more nutritious food, faster, on less land, and in harsher climates, than any other major crop

· Up to 85 percent of the plant is edible human food, compared to approximately 50 percent in cereals 

 THE HEALTHY POTATO:

· Potatoes are rich in carbohydrates, making them an excellent source of energy

· They sport the highest protein content (around 2.1 percent, fresh weight) in the family of root and tuber crops
· This plant protein is of a fairly high standard, with an amino-acid pattern that is well matched to human requirements

· Potatoes are also rich in vitamin C

· A single medium-sized potato contains approximately half the recommended daily intake, and contains one fifth of the recommended daily intake of potassium

· With the introduction of the Atkins Diet, potatoes have been an unwelcome dinner guest to many dining tables

· Despite the bad publicity received on account of this diet, it is a well-known fact that potatoes are packed with vitamins B3, B5, B6, as well as fibre
POTATO PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION:

· Today, potatoes are cultivated on an estimated 190 000km2 of farmland, from China’s Yunnan plateau and the subtropical lowlands of India, to Java’s equatorial highlands and the steppes of Ukraine
· In terms of sheer quantity harvested, the potato is the world’s number four food crop, with production in 2005 of more than 323-million tons

· Potatoes are surpassed in production volumes by rice, wheat and maize respectively 
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· It is the world’s most important non-cereal crop
· While consumption of potatoes has decreased in Europe, it has doubled over the past 40 years in developing countries, though the total remains less than a quarter of that in Europe

· In less than two decades, China has become the world’s top potato producer, ahead of Russia, Europe and the US, traditionally the biggest producers and consumers of the tuber

· Of the 315-million tons produced annually, 162-million, or more than half, is now farmed in developing nations

· China and India alone produce a third of the world’s potatoes

· World potato production has increased at an annual average rate of 4.5 percent over the past 10 years, and exceeded the growth in production of many other major food commodities in developing countries, particularly in Asia
· Africa plants 6 percent of the world's potato crop

· South Africa boasts 52 000 hectres of potatoes and produces 1.7-million tons of potatoes per year
POTATOES SOUTH AFRICA (PSA):

· Potatoes South Africa (PSA) is a Section 21 Company that exists to serve, protect and promote the interests of the South African potato industry

· It achieves this by primarily being a resource for the potato producers, while also acting as facilitator, researcher and information provider on behalf of the many stakeholders that comprise the potato supply chain, from seed growers all the way through to the end consumer

· As the official representative of the potato industry, PSA is passionate about potatoes and the people and structures that produce, process, market and consume them

· The organization continuously strives to maintain free market principles, which it sees as an essential characteristic of a dynamic economy and thriving industry

· PSA makes a significant contribution to the industry’s knowledge base by commissioning, facilitating and conducting user-orientated research

· The strategic information acquired through this research is interpreted and disseminated to industry role-players, to be applied in a variety of ways

· On a consumer level, PSA ensures that South Africans have access to readily available, quality produce at prices that are determined by supply and demand

· PSA focuses on key marketing and promotional initiatives in order to expand the industry’s reach into African and other international consumer markets

· Representation across the potatoes supply chain is accomplished through PSA’s partnering approach
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· It believes in a representative potato industry; encouraging equal opportunities and a spirit of inclusivity throughout the supply chain and within PSA itself

· PSA supports the sustainable utilisation of the natural resources that enable potato production, so that future generations can continue to benefit from this remarkable product
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