TRADE FACT SHEET
potatoes one
[image: image1.jpg]International Year

of the Potato

International Year of the
P O T AT O

2008




   TRADE FACT SHEET
    - February 2008 -
SITUATIONAL ANALYSIS:
· Over the next two decades, the world’s population is expected to increase on average, by more than 100-million people per year
· More than 95 percent of this growth will occur in developing countries, where pressure on availability of land and scarcity of water, are already critical factors
· A key challenge facing the international community is therefore, to ensure food security for present and future generations
· The world must increase food and agricultural production by 60 percent to meet the needs of its growing, and rapidly urbanizing population

· However, it must do so using production systems that minimize negative impacts on the environment, while contributing to the livelihoods of the world’s rural and urban poor, currently numbering more than one-billion people
THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE POTATO:

· The International Year of the Potato (IYP) will focus global attention on the key role of the potato - and of agriculture in general - in fighting hunger and poverty; contributing to sustainable development; and safeguarding our natural environment
· Achieving the first of the United Nations’ Millennium Development Goals – to reduce by half the proportion of people living in extreme poverty and hunger – depends on agricultural development

· This development that will benefit the small scale farmers who constitute most of the world’s poor and undernourished
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· The IYP will highlight the contribution the potato is already making to development, as well as food security

· Ideally suited to places where land is limited and labour abundant, potatoes have become an important staple cash crop for millions of farmers in Africa, Asia and Latin America

· The potato’s high energy content and ease of production have also made it an important component of urban agriculture, which provides job and food security for some 80-million people

· Extending the benefits of potato growing to other areas depends on action to improve farmers’ access to:

· Plot extensions

· Credit

· Planting material and other supplies

· Agro-processing

· Markets

· It will often require intensification of production on small plots, which could increase pressure on land and water, and increase ecological imbalances that favour pests and diseases

· For these reasons, the IYP will promote a shift to potato-based farming systems that:

· Use clean, reliable seed potato, pest-, virus- and drought-resistant varieties

· Improved plant nutrition

· Integrated pest management that reduces the need for hazardous agro-chemicals

2008 AND BEYOND

· The raw material for new varieties needs to be drawn from the totality of potato generic resources, including thousands of Andean varieties developed over millennia

· At present, farmers worldwide are adopting a narrow range of high-yielding varieties that promise higher production, as well as profits

· The IYP will stress the need to harness the full power of potato biodiversity in order to increase food production sustainably
· It will promote a renewed commitment to conserving the potato gene pool and take concrete steps in order to ensure that developing countries have the capacity to utilise it
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