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The conversations have all been had, over and over again; all the research has been done; and Africa 

has all the resources required to achieve food security and sovereignty, but progress is still slow, and 

sometimes even absent or going backwards. This was the message of Dr Brylyne Chitsunge, a farmer 

and the Pan-African Parliament’s ambassador for food security, at a recent _ event hosted by 

Potatoes South Africa to ‘7 ‘ discuss the status of the potato industry. Evidence of this is clear in the 

latest Global Report on Food Crises, published by the Food Security Information Network in 

partnership with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. The report evaluated 

instances of food crises in 55 countries or territories and found that 

persistent conflict, pre-existing and COVTD-19-related economic 

shocks, and weather extremes have led to the number of people in 

crisis, and the severity of the food shortages they face, increasing 

over the past year. The report estimated that at least 155 million 

people were acutely food—insecure and in need of urgent 

assistance in 2020, which was the highest level in five years. ”It 

represents an increase of nearly 20 million people since 2019, 

when almost 135 million people were in crisis or worse," the report 

said. In 2020, Africa remained the continent most affected by food 

crises, accounting for 63% of the global total number of people in 

crisis, up from 54% in 2019. Furthermore, the number of people facing critical food shortages in 

Central and Southern Africa was the highest on the continent at 40,2 million, up from 32,2 million in 

2019. This increase, the report said, could be partly explained by the economic impact of COVID-19 

on several countries, as well as the protracted conflict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

During 2020, economic shocks were a more signicant driver of food crises than conflict, as the 

indirect impact of COVID-l9 exacerbated the fragilities of the food production and food supply 

chains. Moreover, the report said, the socio-economic impact of COVID-19 added further hardship to 

some of the worst food crises, such as those in South Sudan and Zimbabwe, where multiple 

economic shocks led to a sharp reduction in households‘ capacity to purchase sufficient food in 

terms of quantity and quality. According to Chitsunge, African governments need to better manage 

efforts aimed at growing food production and trade if they are serious about addressing the issue of 

food insecurity. But, she said, “we are confused". Work being done to stop hunger across countries 

is happening in silos; there is little coordination amongst role players within and between countries, 

which means that successes are often achieved in isolation and end up being short-lived. For many 

of the regions in Africa worst affected by food crises, the report predicted, the situation will not 

improve over the next year. In fact, some countries may find themselves even worse off than during 

2020. While some external forces are at play that have exacerbated food insecurity on the continent, 

I can’t help but agree with Chitsunge; Africa mostly has itself to blame for the millions of Africans 

who still suffer from hunger every day.  
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Talk about food 

security in 

Africa has 

become a song 

that everybody 

knows too well.  


