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PSA bursary offers recipient
financial freedom

|

By Rotondwa Raligidima, Potatoes SA

elumusa Mthimkhulu was
born and raised in Nkandla
(Mandaba), a small town
in KwaZulu-Natal. He is
the youngest in a family of
six, and was the first person from his
village’s high school to matriculate and
attend university.
Having grown up in rural areas
where subsistence farming is the
norm, he wanted to gain a better
understanding of how agriculture can
contribute to society. As a result, he
chose to pursue a career in the field.

Motivated by PSA's bursary
programme

Celumusa enrolled at the University
of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN) in 2013 to
pursue a BSc degree in agribusiness,
specialising in crops and horticulture.
Following his discovery of Potatoes
SA's (PSA) bursary opportunities on a
UKZN notice board, he successfully
applied for the bursary, which was
awarded to him in 2014.

Celumusa credited the bursary as
having given him financial freedom, as
he was always able to pay his tuition
fees on time. After completing his
undergraduate studies, he enrolled
in a postgraduate diploma in finance,
banking, and investment management
in 2017. The diploma was funded

Celumusa Mthimkhulu was a proud recipient of a PSA
bursary. On the right is Celumusa at his graduation in 2016.

by the National Student Financial

Aid Scheme (NSFAS). The following
year he was sponsored by the South
African Sugarcane Research Institute
(SASRI) to pursue his master's degree
in agriculture. Both programmes were
presented at UKZN.

Hard work certainly yielded rewards
for Celumusa. In 2017, he was also
working on contract as a research
assistant at the Human Sciences
Research Council in KwaZulu-Natal,
where his responsibilities included
collecting data at a district level across
the province.

Strong mind, strong body
Celumusa currently works part-

time as a teacher at the Cedara
College of Agriculture. He teaches
socio-economics to first-year
students, and presents practical and
tutorial sessions for second-year
students on farm accounting and
agribusiness management. Part of

his responsibilities is ensuring that

his students understand both the
theoretical and practical aspects of
learning, so they will be well prepared
for the workforce when they graduate.

Besides his day job, Celumusa
is a professional bodybuilder and
founder of the MSfitnesslsland
brand, established in 2018. It offers
fitness modelling,
bodybuilding, and
nutrition coaching
services. His interest
in bodybuilding
began in 2013 after
he was inspired by the
dedication, discipline
and conduct of those
who were participating
in the sport.

The 2021 season saw
him winning the African
overall championship
title at the Musclemania

Natural Bodybuilding Federation. He
was selected to represent Africa at the
Los Angeles bodybuilding show, but
was not able to attend due to Covid-19
disruptions.

Enlarging the knowledge pool
Celumusa aspires to bring positive
change to his community and always
encourages learners to choose
agriculture as their career. He believes
this will help to develop sustainable
agriculture and a move from subsistence
farming to commercial production.
Poverty and food insecurity will likely
be alleviated in rural areas through
the adoption of advanced agricultural
practices, if the knowledge pool in those
areas can grow through more graduates.

Benefits of a bursary

Celumusa says he is thankful for the
bursary he received from PSA, along
with the numerous opportunities and
exposure it presented. The bursary
programme not only has monetary
value, but offers opportunities to

visit potato farms and fresh produce
markets, attend induction courses, and
participate in research symposia — all
eye-opening experiences for someone
from a rural area.

“The PSA bursary programme
helped me to make lifelong friends,
travel the country, earn my first
airline ticket, and learn a lot about
the economic value of potatoes in
South Africa. | now have a better
understanding of potato production
from the ground up, value addition,
and processing, all the way to final
consumption. | hope other students will
also apply for the bursary if they need
financial assistance.” ®

For enquiries, contact
Rotondwa Raligidima at
rotondwa@potatoes.co.za
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