
88 CHIPS    July / August 2022

TRANSFORMATION

F
ood security, job creation 
and entrepreneurship are 
becoming more important in 
light of rising fuel and food 
prices and possible hikes in 

interest rates.
That said, the main aim of Potatoes 

SA’s (PSA) small farmer development 
projects are to equip small farmers with 
the skills to optimise their income from 
expensive inputs used, by enhancing 
the yield and quality of the potatoes 
they produce, and to achieve the core 
objectives in terms of food security.

Northeastern Cape farmers level up
For the first time, PSA has decided to 
expand its small farmer development 
projects to the Northeastern Cape 
production regions due to a large 
demand from small farmers to take 
their farming skills to the next level. 
The Northeastern Cape region 
comprises a unique area and is one of 
the few places in South Africa where 
dryland potatoes can still be produced 
successfully.

With the expansion of the projects, 
PSA teamed up with the Nqanqarhu 
(Maclear) Department of Agriculture 
(DoA). Vincent, an extension officer at 
the department, played a very active 
role in engaging the local communities 
and was actively involved in assisting 
and uplifting local small farmers. 

The first community project was 
introduced near the Katkop Police 
Station, 30 km outside of Nqanqarhu 
towards Tlokoeng. This project was 
launched on 16 November 2021, where 
two cultivars were planted, namely 
Connect, which has a high degree of 
blight tolerance, and Lanorma, which 
has a short growing period. The aim 
was to compare the performance of the 
two cultivars. 

Connect delivers highest yield
The producers very diligently followed 
all instructions in terms of fertilisations, 

spraying and cultivation of the 
potatoes. Harvesting took place on 
12 April 2022. The dryland yield of the 
cultivar Connect was 44 ton/ha, while 
Lanorma yielded 34 ton/ha of excellent 
quality potatoes. 

At the second Nqanqarhu project, 
Lanorma delivered a yield of 36 ton/ha, 
while Connect yielded 54 ton/ha under 
dryland conditions. Two more projects 
were planted at Ugie, one of which 
was in collaboration with Ms Mkosana, 
a very keen emerging farmer. In this 
planting, Connect delivered a yield 
of 66 tons/ha. Ms Mkosana shows a 
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lot of potential to increase her potato 
planting next season. She is assisted by 
one of PSA’s board members, Vuyani 
Kama, with mechanisation. Vuyani also 
farms near Ugie. 

A harvesting meeting for the four 
Northeastern Cape projects was held 

on 12 April 2022. The meeting was 
well attended by small farmers, PSA, 
the DoA and the Joe Gqabi Economic 
Development Agency (JoGEDA) from 
Aliwal North.

The main discussion centred 
around the production and marketing 

aspects of the project presented by 
PSA. Vincent discussed the services 
of the DoA and how they uplift local 
communities. The agreement between 
JoGEDA and PSA and how it serves 
local communities was also discussed. 
Vuyo Seteni from JoGEDA spoke 
about the agency’s commitments to 
small farmers and its collaboration 
with PSA.

The way forward
Due to the high demand for these 
projects, they will likely be increased 
even further in the Nqanqarhu region, 
and the size of planting at Ugie may 
also be increased. The ultimate goal 
will be to take producers to the next 
level of potato production.
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For more information, 
contact the author at 
louis@potatoes.co.za 

or visit www.potatoes.co.za 
to find out more about PSA’s 

transformation projects.
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