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O
n 29 June this year, staff from 
Potatoes SA, along with Plaas 
Media and numerous other 
volunteers, grabbed black 
bags, brooms and other 

cleaning tools. The goal? To participate in 
Joburg Market’s #AResebetseng cleanup 
campaign. Everyone sweeped, laughed and 
got to see this enormous fresh produce 
market and the hive of activity that makes 
it tick.

The cleanup operation was designed to 
draw attention to the fact that this market, 
like so many others across the country, is a 
crucial link in the City of Joburg’s economy 
and in dire need of reparation and a facelift. 
It not only creates jobs for those working 
at the market, but it provides producers 
with a platform to trade their products, and 
gives large and small businesses a place 
to buy their goods. But besides this, the 
market also gives work to those who need 
to provide the workers with food. Everything 
that happens at the market adds up to one 

thing: to provide the people of Joburg 
and surrounds with food produced by our 
vegetable and fruit farmers.

The spirit that was present throughout the 
voluntary cleanup is one that will hopefully 
resound in a greater way to become a 
hallmark of those with an interest in the 
market – from the city council and market 
management, to all market employees and 
the citizens of the city. This spirit will allow 
the market to become an establishment to 
be reckoned with – one that its workers and 
management will be proud of. There is a 
lot to be done to bring the market to its full 
potential, but if it is done with a smile and 
a willing spirit, then the sky is surely the limit.

We are thankful to have been able to play 
a small part in a monumental effort that is 
sure to follow.

Enjoy this issue of CHIPS.

Lynette Louw, editor
lynette@plaasmedia.co.za
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