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New body to back UK seed potato sector

A new body to represent British seed potato growers has
been proposed and aims to ensure the sustainability of the
sector, following the closure of AHDB Potatoes.

After a series of meetings in Scotland, where much of
British seed is produced, stakeholders are now proposing
a new body — the Seed Potato Organisation (SPO) — which
aims to fill this gap and meet the specific needs of the
seed-producing sector across Great Britain. Seed growers
involved in initial discussions felt that an overarching body
similar to AHDB Potatoes would under-represent the sector’s
specific needs.

The steering group, which includes nine growers and
a technical expert, has recently published a prospectus
for the SPO, outlining the mechanisms for joining and the
benefits members can expect.

The organisation will reportedly be an independent
co-operative, which seed growers will run for the benefit
of members. The SPO will also be governed by an elected
board of directors. — Potato Farming

GM potatoes tested in Bangladesh and Indonesia
Researchers will be testing genetically modified
(GM) potatoes in Bangladesh and Indonesia this
year, in the hope of providing farmers with an
alternative to spraying fungicides. Multiple confined
field trials of GM late blight-resistant (LBR) potatoes
will be conducted in both countries under the Feed
the Future Global Biotech Potato Partnership.

Potatoes are some of the most important
crops grown in Indonesia and Bangladesh.
Indonesia produces about 1.3 million metric tons
of potatoes annually, while the tubers are the third
most important food crop after rice and wheat in
Bangladesh. However, late blight disease is a serious
problem in both countries, destroying 25 to 57% of
the crop.

The GM potatoes are expected to reduce
fungicide applications by 90%. — Potato News Today

Sharp rise in Idaho packing costs

Stress factors increase risk of early blight

Stress factors set to hit potato crops in Britain could
increase the risk of Alternaria (early blight) outbreaks.
Many British crops are still suffering the adverse effects
of exceptionally low rainfall this spring, while the hugely
inflated cost of fertiliser has seen potato growers cut
back nutritional inputs to the bare minimum.

Recent Alternaria research in Denmark has suggested
that while all cultivars in the trials were susceptible to the
disease, the rate at which the infection developed in the
foliage could indicate some varietal resistance. Later-
maturing varieties were typically, but not exclusively,
more resistant to disease spread.

Successive seasons reporting of United Kingdom
Alternaria monitoring by the National Institute of
Agricultural Botany, sponsored by Syngenta, highlighted
no significant varietal trends. It has, however, repeatedly
shown that A. alternata has been the first early blight
pathogen to hit potato crops, followed by later
infections of A. solani. — Potato News Today
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Scottish union demands action in sale ban

The ongoing post-Brexit ban on selling seed potatoes to the
valuable European market continues to anger and frustrate
Scottish growers, according to the National Farmers’ Union
of Scotland.

The union is calling for urgent action from the European
Commission and the United Kingdom (UK) government to
agree on a new model for two-way trade in seed potatoes
between Great Britain, the European Union (EU) and
Northern Ireland, but fears that politics will continue to rob
Scottish growers of a valuable market.

The EU-UK Trade and Co-operation Agreement,
announced at the end of 2020 as part of Brexit, failed to
agree on equivalence on seed potatoes. This resulted in
significant prohibitions on Scottish seed exports to the EU
and Northern Ireland. The consequence for growers was
immediate and remains in force, according to the union.
— Potato News Today

The cost of packing Idaho’s most famous commodity, potatoes, has risen at least 36% over the past two years. That's
according to a new report funded by the Idaho Grower Shippers Association, which represents shippers, growers,
marketers and processors of Idaho potatoes. This 36% increase is greater than the total increase over the previous 20

years combined.

The report, which was conducted by agricultural economist, Ben Eborn, owner of North American Potato Market
News, looked at what it costs to pack potatoes in Idaho in the United States, after the spuds have been harvested.

To keep it simple, the report looked at just five main cost
spuds increased by 47% over the last two years, the cost of

categories involved in potato packing: the cost of packaging
labour went up 28%, the cost of repairs rose 17%, the cost of

chemicals increased with 48%, and the cost of scooping and hauling potatoes from storage rose 31%. — aginfo.net
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: Dakota Russet approved for McDonald's fries
. The most recent potato variety to join the list

of approved McDonald's potato varieties is the
Dakota Russet, developed at North Dakota
State University (NDSU) by Asunta Thompson,
associate professor of plant science and potato
breeder.

NDSU said in a news release that the Dakota
Russet has uniform, blocky tubers, creamy white
flesh and golden russet skin that is well suited for
fry applications. The variety produces low sugars,
which results in consistent French fry colour and
less undesired defects like dark ends. Improved
fry texture consistency can be attributed to the
potatoes’ high specific gravity and consistent
internal dry matter distribution (solids).

The cross (traditional hybridisation) was made
in 1999 and Thompson selected the seedling
in the single-hill nursery in the fall of 2001. The
variety was officially named and released in 2012.
The approval process for the Dakota Russet to be
accepted by McDonald's was completed in March
2022. The Dakota Russet is one of eight varieties
accepted in North America. The most recent
additions to the McDonald’s North American
varieties were in 2016. — Potato News Today

McCain plans second Farm of the Future
McCain Foods Limited has announced plans

for a second Farm of the Future in South Africa
as part of its efforts to reduce carbon emissions
and address the effects of climate change. The
company has found two locations in South Africa
totalling 465 ha of irrigation and 90 ha of dryland,
on which the enterprise will grow 125 ha of
potatoes per year.

The farm’s focus will be on increasing
productivity while prioritising soil health and water
efficiency, reducing agrochemical impacts and
introducing and preserving biodiversity. All the
potatoes grown on Farm of the Future Africa will
be made into French fries and other frozen potato
products, servicing consumers across Africa.

This follows the announcement in 2021 of the
first Farm of the Future location in Florenceville,
New Brunswick, Canada. McCain plans to open
three Farms of the Future in different growing
regions around the world by 2025. It is all part of
a global commitment to implement regenerative
agriculture across 100% of its potato acreage by
2030. — Potato Business

Significant increase in Serbian potato prices

Because of the drought last year and large-scale imports, which
discouraged domestic production, the price of potatoes in
Serbia has increased by 193% since 2021.

According to Gu€a-based Agro-Mobile company director,
Ratko Vukicevi¢, cited by the BETA News Agency, the 2020
potato harvest set a new record, and producers used potatoes
to feed livestock and threw them away, while last year's drought
caused a significant decrease in supply as massive amounts of
potatoes were imported.

Vuki€evi€ also mentioned that last year, around 50 000 tons
of potatoes were imported, mostly from France, and this spring
around 10 000 tons were imported monthly, causing many to
abandon production. Wholesalers sold a kilogram of potatoes
for RSD15 to RSD20 (Serbian dinar) in 2020, and a kilo of spuds
cost about RSD50 (€0.43) the previous year. — Potato Business

Potato production could double in ten years

Potatoes could contribute even more to world history

and global food security, and total production of the food
crop could double in the next ten years, said Qu Dongyu,
director-general of the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations, at the 11th World Potato Congress
(WPC) in Dublin.

Potatoes are the world's third most important food crop
and are regularly consumed by billions of people. They
also generate income for small-scale producers, offer a
low-fat, high-fibre source of healthy carbohydrates rich in
antioxidants and nutrients, and generate fewer greenhouse
gas emissions than other major crops, said Dongyu, an
acclaimed expert on the food crop.

Today, potatoes — of which the genetic origins are in South
America — are cultivated on more than 20 million ha in 150
countries for a total global output of 359 million tons in 2020.
By focussing on improving yields and making full use of
historic potato cultivation areas, worldwide production can
be raised to 500 million tons in 2025, and 750 million tons in
2030, Dongyu said. — Potato News Today ®
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